
The Tapestry family was heartbroken to learn of the passing of 
Barbara Lawson on August 16, 2017.  Barbara was a founding board 
member who served from early in the school’s inception in 2012 
through our irst year of operation in 2014-2015. 

BaBarbara was an advocate for children’s rights from an early age, when 
she moved to Germany at 18 with her Army Sergeant husband. There, 
Barbara worked as a Dependent Youth Activity Center Counselor 
with children whose parents were in the military and away on 
assignments.  She naturally became a mentor to children who needed 
support for emotional and stress-related issues.  

BackBack in the States, Barbara served as a Focused Monitoring Parent for 
the Georgia Department of Education for over two years.  She also 
volunteered as a support parent for Parent-to-Parent, where she 
spoke about early intervention for children who have been diagnosed 
with autism.  As the parent of son on the autism spectrum, Barbara 
was uniquely qualiied to understand these parents’ challenges and 
help them ind the resources they needed for their children to lead 
prproductive and fulilling lives.  

Barbara was the mother of two boys and grandmother to ive 
grandchildren. She was the founder of the Jon Z. Lonon Foundation 
for Autism Awareness, an organization devoted to helping children 
with autism, with a focus on Academics/Tutoring, Recreation, and 
Socialization Skills.  Barbara spoke passionately about the positive 
characteristics, skills, and talents of individuals on the autism 
spectrum.  Because of her belief that all children are gifted, she 
identiiedidentiied and cultivated the unique artistic talent that her own son 
Jon possesses. Several of Jon’s stunning paintings are displayed at 
Tapestry.  

As a Tapestry founding board member, Barbara volunteered to chair 
the outreach committee, organizing many events throughout DeKalb 
County that were critical in helping us recruit a diverse population of 
students from across the district.  She also spoke at DeKalb Board of 
Education meetings on behalf of the school when we were in the 
petitioning phase.  I’d like to share some of Barbara’s words from one 
of these meetings:

“Child“Children on the autism spectrum may struggle socially, but they all 
have some unique talent or skill that we will help them develop.  At 
Tapestry, we will invite the community to see student work and enjoy 
dramatic performances while getting to know our students…. 
LadiesLadies and gentlemen of this board, we have an opportunity to make 
history and do something extraordinary for our exceptional children 
that will be remembered for years to come. We ask for your support 
of Tapestry Public Charter School” – Barbara Lawson, 2012

OnOn behalf of Devon Christopher (Co-Founder and Vice Chair); Amy 
Hilton (Founding Board Member and Secretary); Suzanne Baker 
(Founding and Governing Board Member); and all of those in the 
Tapestry community who believe that every child deserves a quality 
education:

Rest in peace, sweet Barbara. We will strive to honor your legacy.  

Tonna Harris-Bosselmann,
Co-Co-Founder and Board Chair

Founding Board Members at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony in 2014
Pictured L to R: Richard Kaplan; Dana Maine; Tonna Harris-Bosselmann; Ann Abramowitz; Suzanne Baker; 
Devon Christopher; Barbara Lawson.

Delivering the Tapestry Charter Petition to DeKalb in 2013 
Pictured L to R: Kishia Towns-Dixon (DeKalb); Tonna Harris-Bosselmann (Tapestry); Barbara Lawson 
(Tapestry); Patricia Copeland (DeKalb); Devon Christopher (Tapestry); Suzanne Baker (Tapestry).


